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University of Minnesota, Morris
Campus Assembly Minutes
June 2, 1997
The Campus Assembly met on Monday, June 2, 1997 at 4 pm in the Science Auditorium.
I. The Chancellor shared with the Assembly the community's concern for Dan Marthaler,
a sophomore from Pipestone who suffered a spinal injury over Memorial Day weekend.

II. At a later portion of the meeting, the May 12, 1997 Assembly minutes were approved
as distributed.
ill. Jason Kohler addressed the MCSA Amendment to the General Education
Requirements proposal concerning a speaking requirement which was distributed
electronically. He suggested the amendment would permit students to substantially apply
what had been learned in the major. Fred Farrell expressed concern about resources to
meet the requirement and suggested it should have been reviewed by the Curriculum
Committee (CC) prior to coming before the Assembly. He was also concerned with the
wide range of possibilities that could result from the vagueness of the amendment. Jim
Togeas added that the General Education Committee (GEC) considered a similar
proposal, which resembled S 1 and S2 under ProsPER. While speaking requirements
within the major may be viable, resources restrict the possibility of a general education
speaking requirement. The MCSA Amendment for a speaking requirement failed by

a vote of 27 to 60.
IV. With consideration of amendments completed, the Assembly acted on the General
Education/Common Experience proposal in its entirety and amended as previously noted.
The General Education/Common Experience proposal passed by vocal vote.
V. The Assembly reviewed the proposed Humanities curriculum under the semester
system. Nat Hart recommended a correction to the course description for British
Romanticism, suggesting that Mary and William Wordsworth and Mary and Percy Shelly
each be listed individually by individual full names. Courses recommended for
discussion included the three new theater courses and the 3.5 credit music course. All
other Humanities curriculum was approved by vocal vote.
Concerning the new theater courses, Bert Ahem requested an explanation of the resource
issue. Tap Payne reminded the assembly that the conversion process meant a one-third
reduction in offerings whereby some quarter-system courses must either be lost or melded
with semester offerings. While the performing course for non-majors was sacrificed,
many other performing course opportunities remain. The new courses are really only
new in name. James Wolbert asked which courses will fulfill the General Education
requirement and Payne mentioned Fundamentals of Acting and the Theater Practicum.
Scott Lewandowski asked about the mapping of acting and directing courses and Payne
explained that they will no longer be taken concurrently. Julie Patterson-Pratt reminded
the Assembly of other course opportunities open to students including reader's theater and
oral presentation. Fred Farrell added that few disciplines have a history of offering
exclusive non-major courses. Roland Guyette called the question and the proposed
theater curriculum was approved by vocal vote.
Concerning the 3.5 credit music courses, Nie McPhee worried about splitting hairs
extremely fine. Jim Carlson admitted that the 3.5 credit courses were an artificial
cramming made necessary by conversion math. 66 (credit hours) divided by 3 (quarters)
times 2 (for semesters) is 44, not 40. Ellen Ordway worried about an onslaught of
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petitions by students half a credit shy of graduation requirements. Fred Farrell reminded
her that students will still have to complete 40 hours in the major, including the two 3.5
credit courses taken in sequence for a total of 7 credits. Music, he added, is a multifaceted area and its students must be schooled in a wide variety of skills. McPhee
expressed preference for an honest 42 credit major over a doctored 40 credit one.
Speaking for the CC, Schuman countered that the 40 credit requirement was sternly
enforced and the music curriculum proposal is straight-forward. Guyotte called the
question and the proposed music curriculum was approved by vocal vote.

VI. The Assembly reviewed the proposed Social Sciences curriculum under the semester
system. Schuman noted that the CC had expressed concern over confusion with the
Topics courses caused by the conversion process. The course will be offered more
regularly as a result. Jon Anderson requested pulling of PoliSci 2101 and all other

Social Science curriculum was approved by vocal vote.
Concerning PoliSci 2101 (PoliSci 1300 under quarters), Anderson expressed concern
about overlap with the math discipline's statistics course. Greg Thorson assured him that
he had discussed the problem with Engin Sunga.r and the PoliSci course will stress
research methods. It will also emphasize the differences between the two disciplines'
statistics courses' content. The course will have no prerequisites and less statistical
content then the two sequential quarter-system courses had together. PoliSci 2101 was

approved by vocal vote.

VII. The Assembly reviewed the proposed Education curriculum under the semester
system. Jason Kohler asked whether wellness courses will still be offered despite being
dropped from the general education requirements. Craig Kissack responded with an
emphatic yes. The Education curriculum was approved by vocal vote.

vm.

The Assembly reviewed the proposed Interdisciplinary Studies curriculum under
the semester system. Matt Senior made a motion to correct the bulletin text describing
the European Studies Major. The corrected text would read as follows:
Goals/Objectives
The purpose of the European Studies program is to acquaint students with the
culture and society of Europe from the Middle Ages to the present as well as its
classical antecedents. The study of modern Europe reflects recent changes in
Central/Eastern Europe and Russia. The approach is interdisciplinary, drawing on
various fields of study.
·
Assessment
European Studies is interdisciplinary. The selection of courses and proposals are
submitted to the Dean as application tot he major and demonstrate the individual
planning and interest of the students. The chosen courses focus on areas within
the interdisciplinary offerings: History, Political Science, Foreign Languages,
Philosophy, Art or Music. A faculty advisor from these disciplines assesses the
student proposal before it goes forward to the Dean. Students are strongly
encouraged to travel and studying Europe to experience the institutions and
culture of their area of interest.

William Hunt seconded the motion, which passed by vocal vote.
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Andy Lopez.expressed concern that the Ethical Issues IS course seemed to be missing. It
will be reviewed in the fall. The Interdisciplinary Studies curriculum was approved
by vocal vote.
Jim Olson expressed concern about a variety of courses causing scheduling disasters and
reminded the Assembly of Granger's Law: Don't mess with the class schedule. Ruth
Thielke expressed appreciation for aI1 the hard work done to date, noting that the Twin
Cities campus has yet to begin the mapping process.

IX. David Johnson directed the Assembly to review the Campus Plan material submitted

by the CRPC for discussion at a later time.
X. Concerning proposed 1997/98 committee assignments, Jim Gremmels expressed
concern that no Humanities faculty were assigned to the Curriculum Committee. Also of
concern was that Mercedes Ballou, who had indicated that she would be on leave during
part of the next year, was replaced on the Curriculum Committee by Judy Kuechle.
Dwight Purdy expressed concern about division representation on the Student Services
Committee (SSC). David Johnson read pertinent passages from the by-laws specifying
the requirements of committee membership. Fred Farrell suggested that precedents of
divisional representation should also be considered. Craig Kissock made a motion to
return the Cun-iculum Committee slate to the Executive Committee for revision and was
seconded by Mike Korth. The motion passed by vocal ballot. Dwight Purdy made a
motion to return the SSC slate to the Executive Committee and was seconded by Mary
Elizabeth Bezanson. Pareena Lawrence reminded the Assembly that the Executive
Committee strives to honor preference forms in making its assignments. Jim Cotter
suggested that imbalance is preferably to forcing someone to serve unwillingly on a
committee. The motion to return the SSC slate failed. Johnson ruled that a new slate for
the CC would be distributed electronically and voted upon by return electronic ballot.
The remaining four Assembly committees were approved.
XI. Under new business, Mary Elizabeth Bezanson expressed concern over the erosion
of the library budget. Karen Fischer explained that periodical costs rise while the budget
remains static. As a result, lists have been formulated of core journals and journals that
disciplines might be made responsible for. The idea of cutting subscriptions is
countermanded by the possibility that inter-library loan requests for specific journal
issues will become excessive, escalating royalty expenses. The library staff has tried to
assess periodical use through a reshelving study, but that doesn't reflect use of periodicals
in the "current" section, a heavily-used part of the journal collection. Fischer suggested
that, in keeping with UMM's mission, the periodical collection must be handled in a way
that best serves undergraduate instruction. Bezanson questioned that stance and
requested investigation of the issue in the future. Katherine Benson added faculty use of
the periodical collection results in updated lecture material and therefore supports
undergraduate instruction.
XI1 David Johnson spoke briefly about the upcoming June 13th commencement
exercises, encouraging the faculty to pay their respects to speak.er Nils Hasselmo, who
has been a strong advocate for UMM. He added that Regent Jessica Phillips would be
graduating from UMM this year.
XIlI. Jim Cotter made a motion that there be an investigation by the CRPC or other
appropriate group into the termination of the Cougar Bus. He relayed Art Durkee's
assertion that the bus could be financially competitive and is safer than small group travel
in the winter. Rob Vanasek seconded the motion which passed by vocal ballot
The Assembly adjourned for the year at 5:35 pn.
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